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ATHOLIC CITURCH

PASTOR: VERY Rev. Alfonso Gamez PARISH COUNCIL Freddie Rivero, Chair 828-493-1765

axgamez@rcdoc.org - 704-269-8537

Deacon:  Rev. Mr. Stephen Pickett PARISH STAFF

DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

Church Office  828-754-5281 Ivan Cruz (Esp), 828-754-5281, stfrancislenoir@rcdoc.org
Emergency Number 704-269-8537 DIRECTOR OF EVANGELIZATION & FAITH FORMATION
Office Hours:  Monday - Tuesday: 10am - 3pm Kim Clarke, 828-468-8029, faithformation@stfrancislenoir.com

. . . BuUSINESS MANAGER
}Y%l;;sg:r}; ill)g;);fp m; Thursday: 11am-3pm Jessica Albanil (Esp), jalbanil@rcdoc.org

Mass Schedule / Horario de las Misas Devotions / Devociones

Saturday/sabado Vigil: 4:30pm (English); 7:00pm (Spanish) Adoration / Adoracion
Sunday/domingo 10:00am (English); 12:00pm (Spanish) Thursday / jueves: 8am - 8pm
chkday Mass / Misa Diaria Frlday / viernes: 11am - 11:45am
9:30am - Tuesday _ Perpetual Eucharistic Adoration / Adoracién Perpetua
12 noon - Wednesday through Friday (English) P. Alfonso Gamez - 704-269-8537 & axgamez@rcdoc.org

7:45pm - Wednesday (Spanish)

Prayer Requests - Regina Spika, 828-874-1077 or
rrspikal43@aol.com

Sacraments / Sacramentos
Sacrament of Reconciliation /
Sacramento de la Reconciliacion

Thursday / jueves: 7 - 8pm;

Friday/Viernes 11:00 - 11:40am, 12:45pm
Saturday/sabado 3 - 4pm or by appointment / o con cita.

Baptisms/Marriages // Bautismos/Matrimonios
Contact the church office at least six months in advance.

Blessings of Thanks! / Muchas Gracias! I I N

Offertory Collection Received / Colecta de Ofertorio

3/30/2025.......... $6,760.35
Weekly Offertory Budgeted Needed
Ofertorio Presupuestado Necesitado Semanalmente

February...................$6,500.00
YTD Received / Recibido ~ ................. $282,005.05
YTD Needed / Necesitado ...$242,500.00
(Fiscal Year/Afio Fiscal: 7/1/24 to 06/30/25)
DSA

Assessment/Meta: $37,496.00
Received/Recibido:$16,832.55
Thank you for your generosity!
Gracias por su generosidad!
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DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY : “APRIL / ABRIL 27, 2025




This Week at St. Francis of Assisi
Mass, Intentions and Activities

Monday/lunes - 04/28
¢ No Mass/No habra Misa

Tuesday/martes - 04/29
¢ 9:30am - Mass/Misa, English
Intention: For the deceased members of the
Mickler family
e No adult education.

Wednesday/miércoles - 04/30
o 12pm - Mass/Misa, English
Intention: +Allen Stewart
e 5:50pm - Faith Formation / Formacion de fe
e 7:30pm - Misa, Espaiiol
Intention: Intentions of Gilma Diaz

Thursday/jueves - 05/1
e 8am-8pm - Adoration
o 12pm - Mass/Misa, English
Intention: For the intentions of Parishioners
o 7pm - Hora Santa y Confesiones

Friday/viernes - 05/2
e llam - Holy Hour
(Fr. Alfonso hears confessions during the Holy Hour)
o 12pm - Mass/Misa, English
Intention: For the intentions of Parishioners
e 12:45pm - Sacrament of Reconciliation/
Reconciliacion
e 6pm - Emaus meeting, Room A
e 7pm - Youth Group meeting

Saturday/sabado - 05/3 Second Collection,
Building Fund
e 9am - First Saturday Adoration and Confession
e 4:30pm - Mass - English

Intention: +Patty Faber
o 7pm - Misa - Espafiol

Intencion: Por los feligreses de la parroquia

Sunday/domingo - 05/4 Second Collection,
Building Fund
o 10am - Mass - English
Intention: For the intentions of Julian Perez and
Omayra Quinchia
e 12pm - Misa - Espafiol
Intencion: +Steven Endicott; +Segio Durango

The Boy From Milan
Carlo Acutis
Known for his deep love of God, devotion to the
Eucharist, and quiet acts of charity, Carlo’s life was a
testament to everyday holiness.

Visit formed.org/signup and select our Parish to hear his
amazing story.

John 20:19-31 One of the Twelve, Thomas, was absent
when the risen Lord first appeared to the others. Later, when
Thomas was with them, Jesus came and said, "Bring your
hand and put it into my side and...believe." Thomas cried,
"My Lord and my God!"

The signs carried out by the apostles and described in today's
first reading are admirable gestures of mercy. Christian
compassion for the needs of our neighbor, marked by a call
to share God's mercy with others, is celebrated in a special
way during this Holy Year of Mercy. In today's Gospel,
Christ presents himself once again, despite Thomas'
apprehension, so that he can meet Thomas where he is,
riddled with doubt, and take him in his arms just as he did
with the other apostles. Christ is always there to embrace us,
no matter where we are. He wraps his arms around us
mercifully and calls us to the mission he has given us for the
salvation of the world.

from Liturgy.com
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Juan 20:19-31 Uno de los Doce, Tomas, estaba ausente
cuando el Senor resucitado se aparecio por primera vez a los
demas. Mas tarde, cuando Tomas estaba con ellos, Jesus se
acerco y dijo: "Trae tu mano y métela en mi costado y...
cree". Tomads exclamd: "jSefior mio y Dios mio!"

Los signos realizados por los apostoles y descritos en la
primera lectura de hoy son admirables gestos de
misericordia. La compasion Cristiana por las necesidades del
projimo, marcada por la llamada a compartir la misericordia
de Dios con los demas, se celebra de manera especial
durante este Afio Santo de la Misericordia. En el Evangelio
de hoy, Cristo se presenta una vez mas, a pesar de la
aprehension, para que pueda encontrarse con Tomas donde
estd, lleno de dudas, y lo toma en sus brazos tal como lo hizo
con los otros apostoles. Cristo siempre esta ahi para abra-
zarnos, sin importar déonde estemos. Nos rodea con sus
brazos misericordiosamente y nos llama a la mision que nos
ha dado para la salvacion del mundo.

De Liturgy.com

"Blessed are they who have not seen and have believed," Jesus
says in today's Gospel. For those who have not seen but believe,
however, we must be good stewards of our faith, living it joyfully
and sharing it generously. Then, in our time too, "men and women
in great numbers" will be "added to the Lord."

skokeskosk koskock ok

"Bienaventurados los que no vieron y creyeron", dice Jesus en el
Evangelio de hoy. Sin embargo, para quienes no vieron y crey-
eron, debemos ser buenos administradores de nuestra fe, viviéndo-
la con alegria y compartiéndola generosamente. Lo mismo aprica
para nuestro tiempo, "hombres y mujeres en gran nimero" seran
"afladidos al Sefior".



From the Pastor’s Desk

Divine Mercy Sunday: The Triumph of Christ’s
Merciful Love

This Second Sunday of Easter, we celebrate Divine Mercy
Sunday, a feast rich in grace and hope, given to us through
St. Faustina Kowalska, a humble Polish nun of the 20th
century. Through her, Jesus revealed His desire

that this Sunday - eight days after Easter - be
dedicated to proclaiming and receiving His
mercy: the radiant love that pours forth
from His Sacred Heart.

In her diary, St. Faustina recorded
Jesus’ words: “The Feast of Mercy
emerged from My very depths of
tenderness. It is My desire that it be
solemnly celebrated on the first
unday after Easter.” He showed her
the now-famous image of Divine
Mercy - Christ with rays of red and
white light flowing from His Heart,
representing the blood and water that
gushed forth on the Cross - symbols of
the Eucharist and Baptism, the very
lifeblood of the Church.

Divine Mercy is not just a beautiful devotion; it is the

very heart of the Gospel. But we must remember that true
mercy is not indulgence or the denial of sin. True mercy
does not excuse what is harmful or destructive. Rather, it
confronts sin with truth and love, offering healing,
forgiveness, and transformation. False mercy tells us we’re
fine as we are. True mercy says, “You are loved too much
to be left there.”

This year, we rejoice as the Church prepares to canonize
Blessed Carlo Acutis, a modern teenager who deeply
understood the heart of Christ. Carlo, who died in 2006 at
age 15, had a profound devotion to the Eucharist, which
he called his “highway to heaven.” His life was rooted in
trust in God’s mercy and the power of the sacraments. Like
St. Faustina, he used the tools of his time - especially the
internet - to share Christ’s message of love and truth with
the world.

His upcoming canonization is a sign that holiness is
possible in our time, and that the message of Divine
Mercy is not confined to a convent in the 1930s, but is
alive in the hearts of the young and the faithful today. It’s a
call to all of us to live with trust in Jesus and to be
witnesses of mercy in a world that so desperately needs it.

This Divine Mercy Sunday, let us echo the cry of the
Church and of so many saints:
Jesus, I trust in You.

Del Escritorio del Pastor

Domingo de la Divina Misericordia: El Triunfo del
Amor Misericordioso de Cristo

Este Segundo Domingo de Pascua, la Iglesia celebra el
Domingo de la Divina Misericordia, una fiesta llena de
gracia y esperanza, dada a nosotros a través de Santa
Faustina Kowalska, una humilde religiosa polaca del
siglo XX. A través de ella, Jests reveld Su deseo
de que este domingo - ocho dias después de la
Pascua - fuera dedicado a proclamar y
recibir Su misericordia: el amor radiante
que brota de Su Sagrado Corazon.

En su diario, Santa Faustina escribid
estas palabras de Jesus: “La Fiesta de la
Misericordia ha salido de mis entrafias
para la consolacion del mundo entero.
Deseo que se celebre solemnemente el

rimer domingo después de Pascua.”
El le mostr6 la imagen ahora conocida
como la Divina Misericordia: Cristo
con rayos de luz roja y blanca que
fluyen de Su Corazon, representando la
sangre y el agua que brotaron en la cruz -
simbolos de la Eucaristia y el Bautismo,
fuente de vida para la Iglesia.

La Divina Misericordia no es solo una devocion
hermosa; es el corazén del Evangelio. Pero debemos
recordar que la verdadera misericordia no es
permisividad ni negacion del pecado. La misericordia
verdadera no excusa lo que dafa o destruye, sino que
enfrenta el pecado con la verdad y el amor, ofreciendo
sanacion, perdon y conversion. La falsa misericordia dice:
“Todo esta bien como estas.” La verdadera misericordia
dice: “Dios te ama demasiado como para dejarte alli.”

Este aflo, la Iglesia se llena de alegria mientras nos
preparamos para la canonizacion del Beato Carlo Acutis,
un joven moderno que comprendié profundamente el
corazdn de Cristo. Carlo, quien murié en 2006 a los 15
afios, tenia una profunda devocién a la Eucaristia, a la que
llamaba su “autopista al cielo.” Su vida estaba enraizada en
la confianza en la misericordia de Dios y en la fuerza de
los sacramentos. Al igual que Santa Faustina, uso los
medios de su tiempo - especialmente el internet - para
compartir el mensaje de amor y verdad de Cristo con el
mundo.

Su proxima canonizacion es un signo de que la santidad
es posible hoy, y que el mensaje de la Divina Misericordia
no esta encerrado en un convento del siglo pasado, sino
que vive en los corazones de los jovenes y los fieles de
hoy. Es un llamado para todos nosotros a vivir con
confianza en Jesus y a ser testigos de Su misericordia en
un mundo que tanto la necesita.

En este Domingo de la Divina Misericordia, undmonos al
clamor de la Iglesia y de tantos santos:
Jesus, en Ti confio.



